
Athens Young People’s Group History 

The  Athens  Young  Peop le ’s  Group  was  fo rmed  in  2006  ou t  o f  a  b id  commi t t ee ’s  
a t t empt  t o  b r ing  GCYPAA (Georg ia  Confe rence  fo r  Young  Peop le  in  A lcoho l i c s  
Anonymous )  t o  A thens  f a i l ed .  In  t he  wake  o f  t he  unsucces s fu l  b id ,  AA members  
Chad ,  Dav id ,  A l i c i a ,  Ke l ly,  and  Andy  dec ided  tha t  A thens  needed  a  young  
peop le ’s  g roup  s imi l a r  t o  t hose  in  o the r  c i t i e s .  In  t he  f a l l  o f  2006 ,  t he  f l edg l ing   
g roup  me t  once  a  week  a t  t he  J i t t e ry  Joe ’s  co ff ee  roas t e r  nea r  downtown  
Athens .  The  g roup  began  to  p i ck  up  s t eam ove r  t he  nex t  f ew  mon ths  and  in  
Feb rua ry  o f  2007  the  members  found  a  pe rmanen t  home  in  t he  F i r e s tone  room  
(named  because  i t  was  the  o ld  F i r e s tone  Ti r e  ga rage )  a t  Redeemer  P resby te r i an  
Church  in  downtown  Athens .  The  g roup  began  mee t ing  tw ice  a  week  on  
Tuesday  and  Sa tu rday  a t  7 :00pm and  f lou r i shed  in to  the  summer  o f  t ha t  yea r.  

I t  was  in  Augus t  o f  2007  tha t  t he  Cobb  House  was  so ld  and  c losed  i t s  door s  t o  
AA mee t ings .  Th i s  had  a  huge  impac t  on  the  Athens  Young  Peop le ’s  g roup .The  
Happy  Hour  g roup  and  Noon  Cobb  g roup  moved  f rom the  Cobb  House  to  j o in  
the  Athens  Young  Peop le ’s  g roup  a t  t he  F i r e s tone  Room.  When  th i s  happened ,  
t he  deacons  a t  Redeemer  began  to  cha rge  each  g roup  a  f l a t  r a t e  fo r  u s ing  the  
room.   Th i s  r a t e  was  s ign i f i can t ly  h ighe r  t han  the  r a t e  t he  Young   Peop le ’s  
g roup  had  been  pay ing .  A f ew mon ths  l a t e r,  t he  o the r  g roups  l e f t  Redeemer  
P re sby te r i an  fo r  va r ious  r ea sons .  However,  t he  now h ighe r  r en t  r ema ined  in  
p l ace  fo r  t he  Young  Peop le ’s  g roup ,  and  even tua l ly  t h i s  wou ld  have  an  impac t  
on  the  mos t ly  s tuden t  a t t ended  mee t ing .  

The  mee t ings  con t inued  to  f lou r i sh  th rough  the  win te r,  bu t  soon  f e l l  upon  
d i f f i cu l t  t imes .  In  ea r ly  2008  the  g roup  e l ec t ed  to  add  a  B ig  Book  s tudy  
mee t ing  on  Thur sday.  The  add i t i on  o f  t he  th i rd  mee t ing  was  me t  w i th  
exc i t emen t  and  commi tmen t  by  many  members  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  ove r  t he  cour se  o f  
t he  yea r  a t t endance  began  to  d rop  on  Thur sdays .  Th i s  d rop  in  a t t endance  
seemed  to  sp read  to  t he  Tuesday  and  Sa tu rday  mee t ings  a s  we l l .  By  Janua ry  o f  
2009 ,  a t t endance  had  d ropped  to  d i sa s t rous ly  low l eve l s .  The  g roup ,  wh ich  
cons i s t ed  o f  on ly  a  handfu l  o f  members ,  was  no t  mak ing  enough  to  pay  r en t  and  
had  a l r eady  begun  to  u se  up  i t s  p ruden t  r e se rve .  

In  t he  summer  o f  t ha t  s ame  yea r,  t he  g roup ,  wh ich  had  ga ined  some  newly  
sobe r  bu t  ac t ive  members ,  vo t ed  to  d rop  the  Thur sday  mee t ing  and  focus  on  the  
two  d i scuss ion  mee t ings .  The  members  began  f i l l i ng  impor t an t  s e rv i ce  
pos i t i ons  wi th in  the  g roup .  Over  t he  nex t  two  yea r s ,  The  Athens  Young   
Peop le ’s  g roup  managed  i t s  l ow funds  a s  we l l  a s  i t  cou ld  and  t r i ed  to  bu i ld  
membersh ip  by  focus ing  on  so lu t ion  cen te red  mee t ings  and  sponso r sh ip .  

In  t he  sp r ing  o f  2012 ,  t he  g roup’s  membersh ip  had  become  qu i t e  s t rong  aga in ,  
and  i t s  members  e l ec t ed  to  r each  ou t  t o  a  new loca t ion  tha t  migh t  o ff e r  a  b i t  o f  
r e l i e f  f rom the  f inanc ia l  bu rden  o f  i t s  l oca t ion .  Cha r l ene  C .  and  o the r s  had  
s t a r t ed  a  campus  mee t ing  a t  Chr i s tu s  Vic to r  Lu the ran  church  on  Lumpkin   
S t r ee t .  She  r eached  ou t  t o  t he  pas to r  o f  t he  chu rch  to  s ee  i f  t he  young  peop le ’s  



group  cou ld  beg in  mee t ing  the re ,  and  the  pas to r  ag reed .  The  campus  mee t ing  
d i s so lved ,  bu t  t he  Young  Peop le ’s  g roup  s t ayed  a t  t he  new loca t ion .  

S ince  i t s  l a s t  move ,  t he  g roup  has  become  a  we l l --a t t ended  and  we l l -- funded   
mee t ing .  I t s  membersh ip  i s  t he  h ighes t  i t ’s  been  s ince  the  g roup’s  o r ig ina t ion .  

The  Athens  Young  Peop le  Group  con t inued  to  mee t  a t  Chr i s tu s  Vic to r  Lu the ran  
church  f rom mid -2012  un t i l  l a t e  2016 ,  where in  a  dec i s ion  was  made  to  
r e loca t e .  Af t e r  cons ide rab le  de l ibe ra t ion  in  Group  Consc ious ,  t he  Athens  Young  
Peop le  g roup  moved  in to  the  L iv ing  Hope  Church  on  Lex ing ton  Road  on  March  
1s t ,  2017 .  

Pu r suan t  o f  no tab le  r enova t ions  imp lemen ted  by  the  chu rch  th roughou t  ea r ly  
2017 ,  t he  a t t endance   and  se l f - suppor t ed  fund ing  o f  t he  Young  Peop le ’s  g roup  
r e tu rned  to  f i gu res  s imi l a r  t o  t hose  seen  p r io r  t o  r e loca t ing  to  t he  Eas t s ide .  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